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BSU Electing Officers, 

Still Searching for Advisor 



A campus smoke-free policy is being considered, input wanted 

Will Avila Go Smoke Free? 



By Dianna E. Hughes 

It’s official. 

The Black Student Union has been 
firmly established on the Avila cam- 
pus. Regular meetings are being held, 
officers will be elected shortly and the 
Constitution is being formalized. 
About the only thing left for the orga- 
nization to do is find an advisor. 

“We are in the process of getting an 
advisor," Kelly Ewing, one of the orga- 
nization’s founders, said. “We need a 
full-time or part-time African 
American faculty or staff member.” 

Other than that, everything is pro- 
gressing rapidly. In a few short 
months, the group has grown from the 
original five founding members to 
approximately 12 to 15 people. 
Meetings are now held weekly — every 
Thursday night at 8:40 p.m. “They 
usually last until about 10 p.m.,” 
Ewing said. 

Things are going so well the group’s 

meeting place has had to move to a 
larger spot. It used to meet in the 
library, but lately “more people have 
been coming to the meetings so we 



Ecology Comes to Avila 



by Lee Ann Rickard 

Avila will be participating in 
Earth Day this year with 
an “Earth Festival” 
to be held on 
Thursday, 

April 22 
Activities 
will be out- 
side in the 




quadrangle 
and will 
include free 
seeds, home 
gardening tips, 
a recyclables 
sculpture contest, a 
special meal and the 
kick off to campus-wide recy 
cling. 



Graduation Announcements are now 
available in the bookstore. Any extra 
announcements are 500 each. 



Avila earns 
advertising awards 

Avila’s Community Relations 
Department recently received three 
advertising awards. 

A series of 60-second radio com- 
mercials featuring students and fac- 
ulty members was honored for “sig- 
nificant achievement in admissions 
advertising” from the national news- 
paper Admission Marketing Report. 

The spots were co-created by John 
Armato, Avila’s director of 
Community Relations. 

The college also received two 
awards from Board Report for 



Graphic Artists, a national advertis- 
ing design publication. The “Arts at 
Avila" program brochure and an 
invitation for a donor appreciation 
dinner were both honored and will be 
featured in an upcoming issue of the 
publication. 



Enrollment up again 



Full-time enrollment is up almost 
10 percent at Avila this semester, 
continuing a growth trend that began 
almost four years ago. 



Justine Dodge 



have been meeting over in the Marian 
Center down in the Snack Bar,” Ewing 
said. 

Ewing said the group hopes to have 
its Constitution approved by the end of 
April and is currently electing officers. 

* "We are in the process of voting," 
Ewing said. “Ballots have to be in by 
March 26.” Officers will be elected for 
a one-year term. 

The group has also been busy mak- 
ing plans for upcoming events. “We 
plan to have guest speakers,” Ewing 
said. "Right now, we are planning to 
have someone speak on male and 
female relationships." 

Other tentative plans include a bowl- 
ing night on April 16, a party in the 
Snack Bar on April 24— "we are still 
working on the theme,” Ewing said— 
and a graduation picnic on May 1. 
"All these events will be open to every- 
one,” she said. 

Anyone interested in joining the 
Black Student Union can call Kelly 

lowing. 231-6743. for informn- 

lion. Or, simply show up at the next 
meeting! 



The Academic Affairs Committee 
has recently begun discussions regard- 
ing a smoking policy for Avila. The 
committee proposed a largely smoke- 
free environment for Avila's build- 
ings. The proposed policy will now 
be sent to the Executive Committee 
for discussion. 

If approved, the new policy 
would ban smoking in all public- 
buildings. including lobbies, offices, 
meeting rooms, and the snack bar. 

The smoking policy would not ban 
smoking within the residence halls 
because those facilities are not pub- 
lic places. The smoking policy " 
within the residence halls will be left 
up to the discretion of the Residence 
Hall Association. When asked why 
this new policy was suggested by the 
Academic Affairs Committee, Dr. 



Students can also participate in the 
Clean-up Blue River project as a part 
of the city-wide Earth Day activities. 
This will occur on Saturday, 
April 17 and will 
involve cleaning up 
the trash along 
the river and 
planting trees 
where soil ero- 
sion has 

occurred. 
The Avila van 
will be 

reserved so that 
students wishing 
to go can do so as 
a group. Anyone 
interested should contact 
Nancy Wormington at exten- 
sion 266 or Ron Friuault at 228. 



Daniel Larson, Chairman of the 
Department of Humanities, said, “The 
information has been coming to us as a 
society about smoking and second 
hand smoke and the health hazards 
associated with second hand smoke. 



If approved, the new policy 
would ban smoking in 
all public buildings, 
including lobbies, offices, 
meeting rooms, and 
the snack bar. 



Second hand smoke is not much 
healthier than smoking yourself." If 
this new policy is passed it will proba- 
bly go into effect at the beginning of 



the Fall 1993 semester. 

Although this policy has been 
approved by the Academic Affairs 
Committee, it still must be voted on by 
the Executive Committee which is 
composed of the President and the four 
Vice-Presidents of the school. The 
policy is also subject to change 
before it is passed. The Executive 
Committee has encouraged, the 
Student Government Association 
to present a forum for students to 
express their views about the 
smoking si;uation. If you would 
like to ask questions or display 
concerns about the changing of the 
smoking policy, tell the Student 
Senate and they will notify Tom 
Lease. The Executive Committee is 
willing to work with both students and 
faculty to develop a smoking policy 
that is agreeable to everyone. 



Steer Dinner Raises $162,000 

More scholarship money means more students can attend Avila 



by Luana Maria Cumpton 

On a frigid cold March afternoon, a 
group of Avila students, staff, faculty, 
and alumni met in the Blaseo parking 
lot. They were ready to embark on a 
great journey. Their mission was to 
make sure the 17th annual Avila 
College American Royal Steer 
Dinner/Auction passed into history 
without a hitch. 

Few students appear to be acquaint- 
ed with the event. Yet this is Avila's 
biggest fundraiser. Thousands of dol- 
lars each year are raised for scholarship 
monies enabling more students which 
will enable more students to attend col- 
lege. 

The money raised goes to the Avila 
Endowment Fund. The fund provides 
financial assistance for those who want 
to attend Avila College. The Steer 
Dinner provides scholarship opportuni- 
ties. The goal for the 17th annual 
event was $150,000. The event's plan- 
ners were surprised and pleased when 
the nights total reached $162,000. 

President Larry Kramer applauded 
the contributers' efforts. "The generous 
support of friends such as you has 
helped us supplement our scholarship 
packages and reach out to greater num- 

Total enrollment for Spring 1993 
is 1,489 students, 634 of which 
attend full-time. This is an increase 
of 9.8 percent over the 577 students 
who attended Avila full-time in 
Spring 1992. 

Avila’s full-time enrollment 
increased by more than 25 percent 
between Fall 1990 and Fall 1992. 



And the winner is. . . 

Avila Student Nurses Association 
held a spring fashion show on March 
20 to raise money to help defer the 



bers of prospective student," he said. 

The guest list read like a Who’s 
Who among Kansas City's elite citi- 
zens. Dinner consisted of garden 
salad, American Royal championship 
beef steak, scalloped potatos, and 
chocolate cake went for $100 a plate. 

The tables were arranged with 
painstaking care. Purple confetti and 
streamers with silver and gold glitter 
sprinkled the displays. The table cen- 
ter pieces were purple tulips in silver 
vases with black, purple and silver 
steer dinner balloons. 

After a blessing from President 
Emeritus Sr. Olive Louis, President 
Kramer gave opening comments. 
Kramer then presented Kathleen 
Andrews with a crystal apple. 
Andrews has been a consistent support- 
er of the Steer Dinner since 1977. She 
is also an honorary chairperson of the 
University of Notre Dame. 

Andrews & McMeel, Universal 
Press, Philomena Muntzel, Rose 
Teieher, and Dorothy Whitfield were 
among the $10,000 challenge donors. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Hubbard, 
Connie Hubbard. Bob Boyle/Boyle 
Meat Co. were given special acknowl- 
edgement for puchasing the American 
Royal Prize Steers. 

cost of attending the National 
Student Nurses Association conven- 
tion being held here in Kansas City 
April 14-18. The fashion show fea- 
tured the give away of many door 
prizes donated by area businesses. 
Nursing students and faculty mem- 
bers modeled the latest from clothing 
stores such as August Max and Life 
Uniform. 

Vicki Anderson was the winner of 
ASNO’s raffle held in conjuction 
with the fashion show. Anderson 
won $125 dinner at the American 
restaurant and two tickets to the 
American Heartland Theater. Raffle 
tickets sold on campus for $1.00 and 
she bought only one. 



Auctioneer Lance Walker flew in 
from Memphis, Tennessee just for the 
event. This was his third year to par- 
ticipate. Walker likes to auctioneer at 
the Steer Dinner because he feels Avila 
is a fun group and "they have a good 
auction.” 

He likes the concept behind the 
fundraiser. "It's a good way to raise a 
large sum of money," Walker said. 
"You have a lot of big name donors in 
the same room at one time. You can 
show them you appreicate them and 
they also get something for their 
money." 

Alumni Coordinator Julie Kovich 
felt the evening was a success. She 
attributed much of the success to the 
student, staff, faculty, and alumni vol- 
unteers and would like to see even 
more participation next year. 

Senior Mike Courville enoyed vol- 
unteering his time. "I've participated in 
the past three Steer Dinners." Courville 
said. "And I find it a great opportunity 
as a student who receives an employ- 
ee/student grant to give something 
back to Avila, and at the same time 
meet the Alumni and other financial 
contributers who support Avila's schol- 
arship fund." 
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Lady Eagles win 
softball tourney 



Faculty Profile: 
Steve Alumbaugh 





Creative Writing Teacher 
Will Hold Poetry Reading 



by Herb Simon 

In the last Night People I 
talked about problems I’d 
noticed with ice and snow 
removal here at Avila. At the 
time I wrote that particular col- 
umn, snow and ice removal were 
as poor as I said. In tact, at least 
one teacher had fallen in the 
parking lot, fortunately suffering 
only bruises and a shaken sense 
of personal safety. I wonder, 
though, how many other people 
were also victims of the ice — as I 
said, footprints in the snow 
attested to people's apprehen- 
sions. 

But, as they say, that was then. 
After the latest snow (the "big 
one”) the grounds staff did an 
exceptional job clearing the side- 
walks and parking lots. It 



couldn’t have been done better. 
As one of the grounds people 
rightly pointed out to me, snow 
removal was much better than 
Kansas City’s (or any other city 
in the area, for that matter). And 
that’s commendable, especially 
as it was allegedly done on their 
own time and without extra pay. 

I sincerely thank the grounds 
staff for the work they did. If I 
offended anyone, I apologize, 
but 1 do not retract my opinions. 
In spite of the truly professional 
job they did clearing the snow 
and ice after the second storm, 
the fact remains that all of us 
were at risk before then. Yes, 
we do all make mistakes, but 
some of our mistakes cause 
injuries while others only cause 
hurt feelings. Fortunately, the 
injuries were minor as far as I 



know — another time could be 
disastrous. 

If the grounds staff does, 
indeed, work overtime to clear 
the sidewalks without receiving 
extra pay, I think they should be 
adequately compensated for this. 
I’m sure that anyone who has 
shoveled snow will quickly agree 
that it’s nothing but hard work, 
with no saving grace at all. For 
that, the staff certainly deserves 
at least to be paid. As 1 said last 
time, we as students, faculty and 
staff should talk to the 
Administration — not so much to 
be more demanding of the staff 
but simply to pay them for the 
work they already do. Again, if 
it’s true. 

Wolakota. 



Lose a Library Card, Expect Hassles 



"The library card , if stolen, is worse than a credit card. ” 



by Lee Ann Rickard 

Never before had I classified 
my public library card as a credit 
card. Not until after it was stolen. 

I received a notice in Hie mail 
of 12 overdue books in my name 
at the Kansas City Public Library. 

I shrugged off the notice as a 
mistake. 1 had only once used . 
my library card and that one 
book had long since been 
returned. 

A week later I received a - 
second notice, this one not as 
polite as the first. I was informed 
I had books that others were wait- 
ing to use and I must return or 
renew them at once. 

I skimmed down the list that 
continued to a second page. A 
Chinese cookbook was listed. 
Not something I would use. The 
World Atlas was another, some- 
thing I already owned. 

So I called the library to clear 
up the obvious mistake, but the 
conversation which followed was 
one I would never have imagined. 

“No, there is no mistake,” said 
the librarian over the phone. 



"There are 1 2 books checked out 
to your card and you arc respon- 
sible for them.” 

A panicked search for my card 
came up with nothing. The card 
fiad Deen stolen and it took until 
now for me to notice it was gone. 

Another call to the library gave 



The total came to $323.95. 
This was my library fine. 



me the horrifying news. “I can 
report your card stolen as of 
today,” said the librarian. “But 
you are responsible for every- 
thing checked out before this 
date.” 

It was explained to me how a 
library card is much like a credit 
card and if lost or stolen should 
be reported immediately to stop 
the use of that card. 

“We can wait and see if any of 
these are returned,” the librarian 
continued. “Sometimes people 
have a hard time selling books 



stamped from a public library and 
they are returned in the night 
deposit drop.” 

I knew these books wouldn’t 
be returned. They included cook- 
books, liow-to books, travel anti 
information books. 

Next I visited the library. A 
computer spit out a report of 
1 2 book titles and the cost for 
each book. The total came to 
$323.95. This was my library 
fine. 

I took the extensive 
report, folded it, and left for 
home. I would not be allowed 
another library card nor to check 
out anything from any Kansas 
City Public Library until this fine 
was paid in full. 

The library card, if stolen, is 
worse than a credit card. When 
someone checks out a book, 
nobody signs anything to com- 
pare signatures and no identifica- 
tion is needed, but somewhere in 
that fine print above your signa- 
ture when you apply for that card, 
it says you are responsible for all 
items checked out with that card. 



by Justine Dodge 

A popular poet is coming to 
Avila and her name is Nancy 
McCleery. McCleery is giving a 
poetry reading on April 18 at 2 
p.m. in Whitfield Center with a 
reception to follow. She will be 
reading poetry from her latest 
book, “Staying the Winter,” as 
well as showing a collaborative 
video piece based on her poetry. 

McCleery will have a variety 
of audio and visual aids which 
will make her reading more than 
just a reading. One topic she will 
discuss is Goddesses, Gods, 
Spirits, and Angels, but this is by 
far not the only topic. A discus- 
sion of poetry and the collabora- 
tive work will follow the reading. 

McCleery says that her poetry, 
“Shows what it means to be 
human in all of our facets.” She 
says that her works show both 
the sorrows and celebrations of 
life. The imagery within her 
poetry is making a statement that 
this portion of life is sacred and 
needs to be protected. She says 
that sometimes it takes her as 
many as 50 or more drafts before 
a poem is completed, and “some 
poems are never finished.” 

McCleery's career as a poet 
started later in her life. She orig- 
inally was studying to be a 
pianist, and even taujjln classical 
piano. She then became a wife 
and mother and devoted her time 
to her family. She went back to 



school when her children were in 
junior high and studied to be an 
English teacher. In 1973, she 
had her first poem published in a 
very small journal. That started 
the ball rolling, and now she has 
three poetry books of her own, 
“Staying the Winter,” “Postcards 
from London,” and “Night 
Muse,” as well as having various 
poems published in over 30 dif- 
ferent journals. She says that she 
is happiest with her newest book, 
“Staying the Winter.” All of her 
works are published by 
Cummington Press, which is a 
company that produces only lit- 
erary books of high quality. 

McCleery is a dynamic woman 
and is established as a teacher as 
well as a poet. She says that she 
enjoys teaching because, “1 like 
people. Maybe I’m kicking a 
door open for someone else." 
She says that she wants her stu- 
dents to find out what poetry 
really is, and she wants to keep 
the tradition of literature alive. 
McCleery says that teaching, 
“keeps me alive and on my toes.” 

McCleery’s best advice for up 
and coming writers is to read as 
much as possible. She says to 
read without ceasing. It is also 
helpful to listen to a lot of poetry. 
Listening and reading she says 
are going to be “their best 
teacher." 

McCleery teaches a Saturday 
creative writing course at Avila. 




• Student Life, Campus 
Ministry and Diocesan 
Campus Ministry 
Organization will sponsor 
the comPASSION retreat at 
Fr. Mario Moscaritolo’s 
home on April 2 from 7:00- 
1 1 :00 p.m. Contact Father 
Mario at ext. 240 for more 
information. 

• ASNO will attend the 
National Student Nursing 
Convention on April 14-18. 



A committee from Avila 
will credential all student 
delegates. 

• Intramural Sports is plan- 
ning a tennis tournament. 
Contact Carron at 943- 
5346 for more information. 

• Student Senate continues 
to plan Quad Stock. 

• The President’s Meeting 
for club presidents met 
March 25. 



c 



AMPUS CALENDAR 



• March 27, SUB 
Saturday Night Live has 
been cancelled due to 
lack of entries. 

• March 29, Outdoor 
Stations of the Cross ser- 
vice at 1 p.m. 

• April 4, Palm Sunday 
Mass at 1 1 a.m. in the 
Foyle Chapel. 

• The Thornhill Gallery 
features a showing by 



artist Bea Opelka until 
April 7. 

• April 1 5, Senior Show 
in the Thornhill Gallery. 
Artist’s reception held on 
April 16 from 7-9 p.m. 

• April 16, Opening 
night for the musical The 
Apple Tree on the 
Goppert Theater stage. 
Performance is at 8 p.m. 



Student Desires Yearbook 



Justine Dodge 

Have you ever wondered why 
Avila doesn’t have a college 
yearbook? Well so has Laura 
Benoit, sophomore, and she 
wants to change that. Laura is 
trying to develop a yearbook for 
Avila students. 

The last time Avila had a 
yearbook was in 1988 and after 
that there wasn’t one due to lack 
of student support. Laura 
thinks the time is right to begin 
again. So far she has found a 
publishing company and says 



that the yearbook will cost each 
student, “about twenty-four dol- 
lars right now, without fund 
raising or anything.” She is 
now trying to find an advisor 
and staff for the yearbook. She 
wants the staff to be composed 
of students and is even interest- 
ed in making the class a credited 
practicum. After she has found 
a staff she will present her pro- 
posal to the budget committee. 
She will then go back to the 
publishing company and then 
“get started.” 

Laura said that she wants a 



yearbook because, “I think it’s 
helpful to students to identify 
other students and see what 
common qualities they share. 
Besides, people always love to 
look back at their yearbooks.” 
Laura said that both students 
and staff have been enthusiastic 
about her proposal. If you 
would like to have a student 
yearbook at Avila, make a writ- 
ten suggestion to the Student 
Senate. If you would like to be 
on the yearbook staff, call Laura 
at 943-5229. 






Lady Eagles Sweep Heart of America 

by Dee Atlfdeinbrillk "The (tournament] win was really The recent success for tl 



The Laily Eagles swept the Heart of 
America Tournament 6-0 during the 
March 19-20 weekend. The team is 
now enjoying an 8 game winning 
streak The Lady Eagles dominated in 
tournament games against Graceland, 
Central Methodist, Culver-Stockton, 
Baker, Evangel and Benedictine. Jenny 
Hale, senior, and Jaki Staggs, sopho- 
more, left no doubt regarding their tal- 
ents. During the tournament, Jenny hit 
one out of the park and Jaki swatted 
two home runs, including a grand slam. 



"The (tournament] win was really 
positive for everyone,” said Michelle 
Kinnison, “ It really brought morale up 
giving us wins over a couple of hard 
teams we're going to face again, now 
that we know we can do it, we all have 
a better attitude.” 

The Lady Eagles honed their out- 
door playing skills on a road trip 
through Oklahoma and Texas at the 
beginning of the season. This outdoor 
playing experience proved helpful for 
the Lady Eagles in their double hitter 
victory against Baker. They won 9-5 
and 9-8 in their first home games. 



The recent success for the Lady 
Eagles hasn't come easy. The team ros- 
ter is shorter than usual this year with 
only ten players. An arm injury 
dropped Shannon Walter from the ros- 
ter. According to Coach Dave Melton 
and Assistant Coach Julie Boardman, 
this isn’t discouraging because several 
exceptional players are on the team. 

The Lady Eagles don’t have time to 
revel in the tournament win because 
they face a busy schedule, playing 
Benedictine, March 23, UMKC March 
24, and the Iowa Simpson College 
Tournament March 26. 



Eagles Start : 

by Chris Pickett 

The 1993 Avila baseball team is one 
of the favorites to win the District 16 
crown. With top players like Shane 
Newbrough, Dave Liebnitz, Gary 
Minnich, Gary Haarmann, and Jerry 
Rhubart returning from last year's play- 
off qualifier; the Eagles looked to 
make a run for the title. Unfortunately, 
Mother Nature did not want to cooper- 
ate as the weather delayed the start of 
the season. 

The Eagles' first opponent was 
Central Missouri Slate in Warrensburg. 
After losing the first game, the Eagles 



Season 



fought hard in the second game, but 
due to darkness, the game was called. 
The two teams had to settle for a tie. 

Avila’s next foe, Hastings (Neb.), 
traveled to Kansas City to play a dou- 
ble-header with the Eagles. The teams 
split the two games, giving Avila a 1- 

2- 1 record. 

March 20 brought Graceland (Iowa) 
to Avila for another double-header, the 
third for the Eagles, After smashing 
Graceland in the first game, the Eagles 
started out slowly in the second game, 
but prevailed. The Eagles stand with a 

3- 2-1 mark as of March 22. 



Four Senior Eagles End 
Basketball Careers 



Avila College 
Men’s Baseball Schedule 



Avila College 

Women's Softball Schedule 



by Chris Pickett 

The semi-final loss to William 
Jewell in late February marked the end 
for the Eagles' four senior basketball 
players: Eric Fisher, Kevin Lowder, 
Jeff Bass, and Keith Harris. These four 
players are the second group of seniors 
that Coach Fred Turner has lost in as 
many seasons. 

Lowder and Harris were chosen to 
the All-District 16 squad. Lowder was 
the slashing/athletic player for Avila, 
while Harris manned the post area for 
Turner’s attack. Fisher was a District 



16 Honorable Mention selection. His 
leadership skills and three-point field 
goal accuracy earned him this honor. 
Bass completed his second season with 
the Eagles. He served as a spark off the 
bench with his hustle and offensive 
rebounding. 

Lowder, Harris, and Bass will con- 
tinue to pursue their education at Avila, 
while Fisher will graduate May 15. He 
plans to teach history in the Kansas 
City School District. Congratulations 
on a good season, and good luck in the 
future. 



Date 


Oononcnt 


Site J 


rime 


Dale 


Opponent 


Site 


Time 


3/27-28 


College of the Ozarks Tourn. 


Pi. Lookout. MO 1 


:00 


3/26-27 


Simpson College Tourn. 


Indianola, IA 


tba 


4/2 


Evangel 


Home 1 


:00 


3/30 


St. Mary 


Home 


3:00 


4/3 


Harris Stowe 


Home 1 


:00 


4/1 


Simpson 


Home 


3:00 


4/4 


Kansas Newman 


Home 1 


:00 


4/3 


University of Missouri-KC 


Home 


1:00 


4/6 


Ottawa 


Home 1 


:00 


4/5 


Columbia College 


Home 


3:00 


4/8 


William Jewell 


Home 2 


1:00 


4/7 


Concordia 


Home 


2:30 


4/9 


Central Methodist 


Fayette, MO 3 


1:00 


4/8 


William Jewell 


Home 


3:00 


4/10 


Lindcnwood 


St. Charles, MO 2 


1:00 


4/10 


Missouri Baptist 


Home 


1 1 :00 


4/13 


Washburn 


Topeka, KS A 


1:00 


4/13 


Kansas Newman 


Home 


2:00 


4/15 


Westminster 


Fulton, MO 1 


:00 


4/14 


Missouri Western 


Home 


3:00 


4/17 


Hannibal LaGrange 


Home 1 


:00 


4/16-17 


District 16 Softball Classic 


Columbia. MO 


TBA 


4/18 


Benedictine 


Home 1 


:00 


4/21 


St. Mary 


Leavenworth, KS 


3:00 


4/21 


Missouri Western 


St. Joseph. MO 5 


1:00 


4/22 


Northwest Missouri State 


Home 


3:00 


4/23 


Central Methodist 


Home 1 


:00 










4/24 


Lindenwood 


Home 2 


1:00 










4/25 


Missouri Valley 


Home 2 


!:00 










4/27 


Baker 


Home 2 


1:00 




Good Luck This Season 




4/28 


Graceland 


Lamoni, I A A 


1:30 










4/30 


Missouri Baptist College 


St. Louis. MO 1 


:00 










5/2 


Harris Stowe 


St. Louis, MO 1 


:00 













Steve Alumbaugh: From real life to the classroom 



by Kathi Van Veen 

contributing writer 

Wearing stone washed jeans, a 
wrong-side-out sweat shirt, and Nike 
tennis shoes, Steve Alumbaugh looks 
more like a student than an instructor 
of political science. He rocks back in 
his chair, casually crosses his legs, 
picks up a pen, and prepares to open up 
his life to a fledgling interviewer. 

Alumbaugh is totally at ease being 
interviewed, “Hey, it makes me feel 
important that anyone would care 
enough to do it,” he says with a laugh. 
“It’s usually been media types who 
I’ve done interviews with. This will be 
fun!” And fun describes Alumbaugh 
to a T. His genuine joy of teaching 
enhances his ability to stay in touch 
with students; being a student himself 
enables Alumbaugh to be a good 
instructor. He hasn’t forgotten “what it 
feels like to be sitting on the other side 
of the desk.” 

Alumbaugh is currently working on 
his doctoral dissertation, which he 
hopes to finish next spring. He is also 
the advisor to pre-Law majors and 
travels with Prelaw Club to regional 
mock trial contests. “Everyone is 
given the same case and they try both 
sides,” Alumbaugh says. This year his 
team won both sides of the case and 
qualified for Nationals. “(It’s) a lot of 
fun. They learn an awful lot. They 
probably learn more in that one week- 
end than they could in a whole semes- 
ter.” He encourages anyone who wish- 
es to participate to do so. “It’s not just 
open to law students,” he says. In fact, 
Alumbaugh likes to recruit students 



from the drama department, “They 
make good witnesses especially if they 
can cry on cue.” His team will com- 
pete at the national level some time in 
early March. 

Alumbaugh knows about recruiting. 
After graduating from Truman High 
School in Independence, Missouri, 
Alumbaugh joined the Army to avoid 
being drafted during the Vietnam War. 
He did so with the idea that he would 
be able to pick his duty. Like many 
young men of that era, he wasn’t 
thrilled with the idea of being shot at 
and/or killed, “I was hoping for some 
cushy job.” However, he found him- 
self in a foreign country dodging 
enemy fire. 

“It's 13 months of hell but then you 
go on with your life,” he says of the 
experience. Alumbaugh doesn’t suffer 
from Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome 
caused by war and thinks it is highly 
overrated. “Most of those guys, who 
claim to have it, were already weird to 
begin with,” Alumbaugh says. It isn’t 
that he doesn’t have compassion for 
those who are genuinely afflicted, 
however. He’s just pragmatic. 

After his tour of duty ended in 1972, 
Alumbaugh started his own construc- 
tion company with a partner. Within 
two years he married his high school 
sweet heart and had a daughter. His 
business was successful, but after sev- 
eral years he sold out to his partner. “It 
no longer satisfied me,” he said, “it just 
didn’t challenge me any more. That’s 
when I really got interested in school.” 

Alumbaugh finds his true vocation. 

Longview Community College, 1980. 
“While taking a political science class, 



I thought to myself, I could teach this 
course better than her.” And that was 
when he got really serious about poli- 
tics. 

After receiving his Associate of Arts 
Degree, he went to University of 
Kansas for his bachelor's, then mas- 
ter’s degree in political science. He is 
currently working on his Ph.D. while 
teaching at Avila and Johnson County 
Community College. 

When not busy teaching. He 
Alumbaugh likes to swim, play fg 
golf, and watch TV with , 
Brandy, his dog. Although he tne 1 
is currently unattached he 
seems comfortable with it, “Sometimes 
I worry about it, other times I don’t.” 
He has nothing to worry about. 

He doesn’t need to worry about 
what his students think of him either. 
Students who know Alumbaugh think 
he’s a great teacher. Most say they 
have really enjoyed his classes. When 
asked if any of his students have ever 
tried to bribe him for a grade he had 
this to say, “I’ve had offers from stu- 
dents, but I wouldn’t take them up on 
it. I had an offer from a guy once. 
This kid needed an “A” to get into law 
school. He offered to send me to Las 
Vegas for the weekend. Now, that was 
a tempting offer!” But no matter what 
the offer, Alumbaugh is too ethical to 
follow up on any. “It just isn’t ethical 
and I like teaching too much to jeopar- 
dize my job.” 

Yellow dog democrat 

He may be too ethical to accept 
offers from students but he is very 
political. “I'm a yellow dog Democrat. 
I’d even vote for a yellow dog if he 



was on the ticket,” he says seriously. 
He is a straight-ticket voter and says 
that split-ticket voting is the reason 
why government doesn't work. “When 
you've got a Republican president and 
a Democratic Congress or vise versa, 
nothing can get done,” he explains. 
He’s hopeful that President Clinton can 
work with Congress to change that. 
However, Alumbaugh wasn’t always 
s o 

He hasn’t forgotten “what po iiti- 
it feels like to be sitting on c 3 1 i y 
the other side of the desk.” jf'^e 

remi- 
nisces, “When I was in high school I 
took one of those, you know, aptitude 
tests. It said I had a real strong apti- 
tude for the medical profession. I even 
served as medic in ‘Nam. But after 
high school my dad told me that he 
didn’t have any money to send me to 
college. My mom was sick and we 
didn’t have any insurance. And I never 
even thought about working my way 
through, none of my friends were. So, 
I joined the army. That was when I 
became involved with politics for the 
first time. I even protested the war 
after I got home.” He says he was part 
of the hippie scene during that time, “I 
had long hair and a pierced ear.” He 
still wears an earring. That Bohemian 
attitude is one thing that keeps him in 
touch with different types of students. 
That and many other things. 

He may look conservative in a 
tweed blazer, slacks, and brown leather 
loafers, but he blows that image when 
he walks in to the class room and sticks 
his gum under the podium. He sits on 
the table, explains the origin of the “F’ 
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Mac Discounts Av ailable 

If you are interested in buying 
a Macintosh computer, Avila students, 
faculty, and staff can receive 
a discount by contacting Pat Kopp 
in the computer lab. 



Sherry Sullivan 

913-677-2672 
Westport Area 

Professional Word Processing 
• Resume • 

• Correspondence • 

• Transcription • 

Ml work guaranteed 
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Revised Bookstore Hours 
| The bookstore has revised its 
J hours for Easter Break. 

•April 8 10:00-noon& 2:00-3:1 

• April 9 CLOSED 

j^April 12 10:00-noon & 2:00-3:1 



word, and keeps the students enthused. 
He weaves a magic spell of sarcastic 
wit, irrelevance for convention, and 
humor. He is such a contradiction that 
he can appeal to a wide range of pref- 
erences. 

He’s also accessible to students. He 
feels that being accessible is the key to 
staying in touch with them. One just 
needs to watch the steady stream of 
students in and out of his office to 
know he’s doing as good a job as Ma 
Bell. His office, which is a wonderful 
marriage of chaos and order, describes 
Alumbaugh perfectly. 

His books line the shelves with mili- 
tary precision. But his desk is a hodge- 
podge of old tests, scrap paper, and 
Styrofoam coffee cups. He may not be 
able to find your test on his cluttered 
desk, but he can find a law book in 
nothing flat. Picking one up he says, 
‘These are just not organized and writ- 
ten with the student in mind. Some 
day I’d like to get together with some- 
one and just sit down and write a good 
one. And a novel.” 

His novel would closely follow what 
he jokingly describes as his interesting 
life. “The best writers are the ones 
who write what they know. But since 
it would be fiction 1 could always 
embellish here and there,” he smiles 
and winks. 

Along with his desire to be a text 
book author he fantasizes about living 
on the beach, writing his novel, and 
playing Frisbee with his dog. 
However, his major goal in life is, “to 
be the best teacher I can. I never want 
to lose touch with the students.” At 40 
something, Alumbaugh has already 
achieved this. 
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The Debate Continues: Smokers and Non-Smokers “Rights” 



Smokers Have Rights Too 



by Kathi Van Veen 
contributing writer 

Here we go again. 

African-Americans, women, gays, 
and now', us. A sadistic history of dis- 
crimination has permeated our country. 
Blacks were not allowed to use the 
same facilities as whites. Women were 
not allowed to vote. Gays are not 
“allowed" in the military. All of this 
because something about these groups 
made them stand out: skin color, sex, 
sexual preference, and finally, choice. 

Printed signs go hand in hand with 
discrimination. No Blacks Allowed. 
No Women Allowed. No Gays 
Allowed. Now, a new sign of discrimi- 
nation: No Smoking Allowed. 

However, “...all [people] are created 
equal...” The right to “...Life, Liberty, 
and the Pursuit of Happiness...” is the 
very foundation of our fine country. 
But. the newest sign of discrimination 
once again says, NO! Why, if we have 
the right to pursue happiness, are we 
being told NO? 

Why have smokers been singled out 
for discrimination? Why, when there 
is continued unrest in the Middle East, 
homelessness, and an AIDS epidemic, 
are militant non-smokers donning their 
hooded white robes? 

We’ve been barred from offices, 
stores and planes. We’ve been forced 
to accept poor seating in restaurants. 
We are forced, every day, to face the 
hatred and dirty looks hurled like dag- 
gers at us. We suffer from the pseudo- 
righteous comments of prejudiced non- 



smokers. All of this because of our 
right to choose our personal pursuit of 
happiness. 

But we pollute the air of non-smok- 
ers. Second hand smoke. How'ever, a 
logical person must agree that cars, 
factories, and depletion of rain forests 
pollute the air a thousand times more 
than a little cigarette smoke ever could. 

But ciga- 
rette smoke. 

butts and Can non-smokers be cured 
ash trays, . . . . . 

and the or their incessant need 

smell that to cast us out of society 

clothes 5 and throu g h intimidation, 

hair stinks. hatred, and ignorance? 

Here again, 

logic is 

required. Garbage stinks, but everyone 
saves it for at least a week. Smokers, 
however, empty their butts into the 
trash. We sure don’t save them. We 
wash our ash trays every day. How 
many people that you know wash their 
garbage cans daily? 

Many people say they like the smell 
of cigarette smoke. They choose not to 
smoke for one reason or another, but 
they like the aroma. 

As for the smell that clings to the 
clothes and hair of the smoker, well, 
just have dinner at any High Boy and 
you’ll have to agree that the stench of 
old grease— clinging to clothes and 
hair — is much more obnoxious than 
that of cigarette smoke. 

Yes, we know that smoking is haz- 
ardous to our health. But so is breath- 
ing, eating, driving, having sex, giving 



birth, living. 

We know that "if we saved all the 
money we spend on cigarettes we 
could buy new cars, fatten up our bank 
accounts." and blah, blah, blah. But do 
all non-smokers drive new cars or have 
swollen bank books...? 

We smokers are well aware of the 
fact that we can be cured of our addic- 
tion. But what 
about the 

ers be cured addiction of 

discrimination? 
sSUnt Heed Can non-smok- 

of society ers hc cured of 

• , .. their incessant 

initiation, nced t0 cast us 

gnorance? out of society 

through intimi- 
dation, hatred, 

and ignorance? 

“Harmony in a World of Difference" 
could be achieved by this: 

"God grunt me the serenity to 
accept the things I cannot change. 

The courage to change the things I 
can. 

And the wisdom to know the differ- 
ence. " 

But until everyone accepts our 
unique differences, all of us will suffer 
the injustice of discrimination. Until 
everyone accepts our unique differ- 
ences, all of us run the risk of losing 
our inalienable rights. Until everyone 
accepts that which we can not 
change, all of us, yes, all of us face the 
sadism of discrimination. Yesterday 
blacks, W'omen and gays. Today smok- 
ers Tomorrow...? 



Supporting the new 
anti-smoking policy 
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by Brian Barhart 

Spring is on its way (I hope) and 
along with its grand arrival comes the 
rebirth of the flowers and leaves, a cer- 
tain romance which lingers in the air, 
and Director 

Jeremiah Chechik’s p y^ 

new romantic com- 
edy "Benny & Joon." For all you 
lovers out there, this is definitely a film 
to take your sweetheart to see. 

"Benny & Joon” centers around a 
brother and sister's unexpected 
romances. Benny (Aidan Quinn of 
“Avalon”) is a mechanic in a small 
Washington town who spends the other 
half of his time taking care of his men- 
tally ill sister Joon (Mary Stuart 
Masterson of “Fried Green 



by .lason M. Buice 

“Falling, falling, falling, falling down. 
Look yourself in the eye before you 
drown." - Amy Ray, “Center Stage" 

I’ve been waiting for "Falling 
Down" to come out since Christmas. I 
saw a preview around the time Santa 
Claus came to town, and I knew that 
this was going to be a movie 1 would 
really enjoy. 

As people started 

to empty out of F a l 
Theater 2 at the 

Ward Parkway 12 the night I finally 
saw the film, I paid close attention to 
the looks on their faces. I heard a cou- 
ple of people proclaim, ’’Wow dude,” 
or “Weird man," and I thought to 
myself, "I really hope it’s more inter- 
esting than this." 

Was it? 

The movie starts out in a traffic jam, 
with our lovely protagonist D-FENS 
(Michael Douglas) scratching his neck 
and swatting at a pestering fly. Kids 



Tomatoes"). An unexpected visit 
from a nephew of Benny's friend 
starts you on the romantic journey. 
The eccentric nephew is Sam (Johnny 
Depp). He speaks very little, but that 
does not mean he does not receive a 



n y 



J o 



lot of attention. Sam idolizes, and 
therefore dresses and acts like, Buster 
Keeton. From the hat to the cane to 
reenacting tricks, Sam is a replica of 
the infamous Keaton. Although the 
plot is very predictable it remains a 
treat watching Sam and Joon fall in 
love. Meanwhile Benny discovers a 
new side to a familiar face at a local 
diner and that triggers more cupids in 
the air. 



are screaming. Middle aged men are 
cussing. It's hot. It’s crazy. Jesus loves 
you. Someone is proud to be union. A 
little girl in rags. D-FENS gets out of 
his compact, affordable, gas-saving 
car that needs new tires and heads for 
the hills. D-FENS simply walks away 
from it all and embarks upon a journey 
through the streets of Los Angeles, 
California. 

D-FENS is trying to make it to his 
ex-wife’s house for his little girl's 

ling Do 

birthday party. Along the way he runs 
into a little trouble with: gang mem- 
bers, psychotic nazi-skins, police offi- 
cers, and old men in plaid pastels. 
Does D-FENS ever give in to the 
dregs of humanity? No way! This sub- 
terranean homesick hero is stronger 
than superman, cooler than ice-9, and 
craftier than Mother Hubbard. All the 
way with D-FENS . . . dude(s)! 

Obviously, I can’t answer any more 



. . . what “choice” 
do non-smokers 
have when they are 
forced to breath air 
filled with second 
hand smoke? 



"Benny & Joon" is romantic and at 
times genuinely tunny, but it is nothing 
out of the extraordinary. Quinn and 
Masterson give adequate perfor- 
mances. I enjoy watching both of 
these actors' work but, all in all, they 
gave nothing unique 
Q fl °r spectacular to the 
film. What makes the 
film as enjoyable as it is, is Johnny 
Depp’s performance as the unpre- 
dictable Sam. Depp seems to have a 
knack for playing off-the-wall charac- 
ters and doing it well. Like Edward 
Scissorhands, Sam is a character you 
will not soon forget. 

So lighten up for an hour and a half 
and fall in love again with your signifi- 
cant other and also with "Benny & 
Joon." 



questions, like: does the dude make it? 
what does he get his little girl for her 
birthday? or how many people does he 
waste? But. I will say, this movie does 
not suck. This movie speaks for a gen- 
eration born under the shadow of a 
mushroom cloud. A generation caught 
up with constantly defending their 
actions. It gives a hypo-technical fore- 
cast of what could happen to the “night 
people” (men and women 40-50 years 
of age). 

I left the theater 
■yy yi startled, so I went 
home and called my 
Dad. In the back of 
my mind I could see him trekking 
through the streets, like D-FENS, 
searching for one simple answer to the 
question: where are we going, headed 
down our road of life? The movie real- 
ly made me appreciate my Dad and the 
“night people” a lot more. I made sure 
to close our conversation with a sim- 
ple, “1 love you," and “Take care.” 
Take care. 



by Linda Porter 
copy editor 

There is a new smoking policy 
under discussion at Avila. The 
new policy would effectively ban 
smoking from all buildings except 
the dorms. I feel that (his would 
be a very positive step toward 
cleaning up our collective environ- 
ment. Lest you think that I am one 
of those “non-smoking nazis” let 
me say up front that I once smoked 
over a pack a day. I gave it up 
when the smoke and 

my allergies didn’t 

get along It was what 
non-optional. I nave 
a medical condition ^0 non '' 
that causes a nega- have whe 
live reaction to the forced to 
by product of lighted fi , M j, 
tobacco. Smoke 
makes me sick! hands 
Literally. 

I’m not picking on 
smokers, I have no 
evangelical calling to ban tobacco 
from the face of the earth, I just 
don't want the stuff blown in my 
face. 

So why aren’t “non-smoking” 
areas enough for those of us who 
prefer to breathe fresh air. 
Because they're a farce. If you 
have ever been seated at the table 
next to the smoking section you 
will know that there is a law of 
nature that forces the smoke to 
waft directly into the non-smoking 
section’s air space. Elementary 
physics will tell you that if there is 
smoke in the room it will eventual- 
ly dissipate into all of the air, 
therefore, no matter where you sit 



1 have just read Janet Mees’ letter to 
the editor in the March 5 edition of the 
Talon. I agree that it is extremely 
important to deal with diversity in the 
college curriculum. I also realize that 
there are relatively few courses offered 
for BAC credit which have titles that 
highlight diversity. Nevertheless, I 
would suggest that many of the courses 
taught at the college deal with “diversi- 
ty" questions, even though the title may 
not allude to that focus. More specifi- 
cally, I believe that it is impossible to 
teach theology and philosophy courses 
that do not confront the students with 
alternative beliefs and challenge them 
to a critical broadening of their own 
basic beliefs. 



in the room you will be breathing 
second hand smoke. So there real- 
ly is no such thing as a “non-smok- 
ing" section. 

Given all of the medical findings 
on the harm caused by second 
hand smoke I consider being 
assaulted by carcinogens no less 
lethal being assaulted by a hand- 
gun. 

Both can cause serious perma- 
nent damage. My aunt who has 
never smoked a cigarette in her 
life, but has always worked in a 
smoke filled office, just had her 
left lung removed due 
lo lung cancer. 

"hoice” 1 am qui,e sure 

that my triends who 

Jokers thi n k nothing of blow- 

they are ing their cigarette 

- e ath air smo ^ e directly in my 

, face would never con- 

second . , , 

stder so much as rats- 

oke? ing a hand to harm 

anyone. Yet they are 

willing to put my life 
at risk without a sec- 
ond thought. 

Ms. Van Veen speaks of “free- 
dom of choice” for smokers, but 
what “choice” do non-smokers 
have when they are forced to 
breathe air filled with second hand 
smoke? If a person wants to 
ignore the current medical findings 
that prove smoking has been 
linked to several fatal diseases and 
risk their own health by smoking 
that truly is their choice. However, 
they have no “RIGHT" to make 
that choice for me. Unfortunately, 
the only effective way to ensure 
the rights of non-smokers is to 
remove the smoke from the entire 
room. 



Finally, I would like to propose that 
while it is important to offer courses 
specifically designed to acquaint stu- 
dents with “other” systems of thought 
and human behavior, a commitment to 
value diversity is only real if it perme- 
ates the entire curriculum and campus. 
I believe that an Avila education really 
ought to be catholic (universal) as well 
as Catholic (marked by a particular reli- 
gious tradition). In order to accomplish 
that, an Avila education must be inte- 
grated, not merely offering specialized 
courses that deal with diversity, but 
appropriately highlighting the riches of 
"diversity” in the total curriculum. 

Sincerely, 

Mary M. McGlone, CSJ, Ph.D. 
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